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6 o’clock

6 o’clock

Jack O’ Lantern
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I. Jack of the Lantern
(Irish folklore)

A. A drunk and deceitful blacksmith
1. Devil wants his soul, tries to get him 

drunk. 
2. Jack ‘agrees’. 
3. Devil in the pocket as a six pence. 
4. Ten-year deal.

B. 10 yrs. Later.

1. Collection time? 
2. Last request. 
3. Pocket-knife comes in handy. 
4. Eternal deal struck.
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C. Jack becomes Jack of the Lantern. 

1. Death by natural causes.
2. “Go to Hell.”
3. “Go back to where you came!”

The turnip (a member
of the mustard genus 
in the mustard family)

Brassica rapa
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D. Irish and Scottish Halloween tradition. 

1. Treats and food appease tired spirits.

2. Costumes & Jack o’lanterns keep ‘em
out. 

3. American immigrants bring tradition, 
discover pumpkins. 

II. Cucurbita pepo
A. A member of the genus 

Cucurbita (Gourd & Squash 
Family)



5

II. Cucurbita pepo
B. Mexican Origin Likely

II. Cucurbita pepo
C. Morphology of pumpkin plants.
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Cucurbita pepo
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II. Cucurbita pepo
D. The pumpkin. 
Vegetable or fruit? 
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Male flowers from ‘Atlantic Giant’ pumpkin cultivar.

Female flowers from ‘Atlantic Giant’ pumpkin cultivar.
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Male (above) and female (right) flowers 
from zucchini cultivar of Cucurbita pepo. 

Male and female flowers 
from a zucchini cultivar of Cucurbita pepo. 
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A zucchini cultivar of Cucurbita pepo. 

II. Cucurbita pepo
E. Diversity of C. pepo cultivars.
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